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Origins Here or There
	It’s heard amongst our society where people have come from; New York, up the street, California, Utah, England, around the block, Mexico, or Asia. We determine where we hail from in so many way. Whether it’s somewhere we moved from or a place our ancestors called home. Thinking back to our grandparents or even great grandparents it can easily be seen where we come from and where our family originated. Now think back, way back past your great aunt, past John Adams, past Columbus, past Caesar, all the way back to great grandad Homo Sapien. Now where do you come from?
	Most People who’ve taken biology would assume Africa. Obviously that’s where ape first walked on two legs and used two stones to generate fire right? Well science is not all that certain. There are actually two theories that centralize on this topic. Where did modern humans originate. The first theory “sees modern humans first appearing in Africa Prior to about 100,000 years ago and spreading throughout the world.” (Aiello, 73) This theory is commonly referred to as the “out of Africa” or replacement theory. In short Homo erectus was situated in Africa upon evolving to Homo sapien the modern humans expanded from there. “Regional differentiation occurred, followed by radiation outward to other areas.” (Skinner)
	The second theory is the multiregional continuity theory, which focuses more on the variety or race that came from evolution. “The Multiregional Continuity Model Contends that after Homo erectus left Africa and dispersed into other portions of the old world regional populations slowly evolved into modern humans.” (Johanson) This model is also illustrates how natural selection to the various groups is responsible for the diversification or the modern human creating what we know as races today. 
	The first theory holds strong evidence with the “bones and stones, the tangible evidence that early humans left behind.” (Flanagan) Also Flanagan author of Human Origins: Out of Africa notes that various genetic studies have shown evidence towards the “Out of Africa” Theory as well. Once such study was of mitochondria DNA. They learned the African mitochondria lead to the oldest lineage. “Yet even the staunchest supporters of Out of Africa concede that the issue is still unresolved.” (Flanagan)
	The second theory regarding the regional continuity model poses some very interesting elements to the theories of human origins. The fact that they both deal with beginnings in Africa are apparent. Though determining whether the migrating of Homo erectus from Africa lead to the speciation of Homo sapiens. This theory began by Franz Weidenreich because of similarities found between the brow ridges and face shapes of fossils found in Asian as well as a relation to Australian Aborigines. “Building on these date, Thorne and Wolpoff … have formulated a new version of Weidenreich’s hypothesis.” (Aiello 78) This lead to the detail of this theory that there is not a single area which modern humans originated. That aspect of the theory relies on the theory that the evolutionary gap between Homo erectus and Homo sapiens are not as wide as once thought to be. 
	Both Models show potential to leap ahead possibly with the “Out of Africa” model leading with the largest trail of evidence. With almost a new discovery in genetics and science every day I wouldn’t be surprised if all of a sudden new evidence was unearthed changing the perspective of the entire theory. 
I find the first theory most likely to be proven over time through genetic studies. With mitochondria DNA showing evidence leading towards this theory and also the extensive physical evidence that has been discovered it is obvious the scales of proof lean in favor of this theory. 
The second theory of Regional Continuity is by far the more intriguing of the theories. Despite the DNA evidence it can’t be disregarded how if one group could be effected by natural selection then another could as well. This theory also generates more possibility for flexibility among how the modern humans originated and race was divided.
As for me I feel more inclined to side with the theory of Regional Continuity. There is a larger opportunity for discovery with this theory. With just a strong emphasis on Africa the “Out of Africa” Theory removes so many variable of what could have been happening outside of Africa. Obliviously a larger amount of physical evidence would be found in Africa when the theory centralizes on that one continent rather than multiple. I think there are plenty of opportunities for evidence to be unearthed and come forth supporting the Regional Continuity theory. 
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