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Skill gained: 
I gained many skills in COMM 1020 but the most important skills that I was able to develop is the skills of confident and credible speaking. 
Learning this skill was very difficult for me at first. I was extremely nervous about speaking in front of a class like that. Trying to tell them all something that will not only entertain them but also catch their interest. My first speech about myself especially shook my confidence. I had no idea what public speaking was supposed to be. And I was very worried about trying to find something interesting about myself.  Then the next speech came along.  That speech was informative and I spoke about one of my favorite things, the story of Hercules. That speech was where I began to develop my confidence. I knew this topic back and front I could talk for an hour on it. It wasn’t till my third speech that my confidence really boosted. This speech was a persuasive speech and chose to persuade my audience into believing that Bigfoot exists. This was also another topic I knew very well and I researched just the right amount of information I needed. One of the big problems I had in speaking though was I forgot to credit my sources orally in my speech. 
This skill is very important to develop in public speaking. In O’Hair’s Pocket Guide to Public Speaking he states that giving your sources credit orally in a speech falls under Ethos because it is ethical to give the sources the credit they deserve and it shows you have the knowledge for the topic. This skill was mostly best developed in my implied informative speech about first aid. In my past speeches I forgot to cite my sources but in this speech I did a great job in citing my sources for the different facts I mentioned. 

Relate skill to another class:
These skills that I developed came in handy for many of my classes. One class in particular was my theater class. That class constantly involves getting up in front of people and speaking to them whether it’s a monologue of a presentation for something COMM 1020 has vastly helped me in my other classes. 
Relate skill to job: 
The current job I’m working in now is a lifeguarding job at a local recreation center. This job doesn’t just involve sitting around looking at the pool. This job includes a lot of public speaking. I am constantly communicating with multiple parents or children. Developing confidence has helped to speak to these parents with the confidence I needed to get my job done. 

Self-reflection:

COMM 1020 has become one of my favorite classes this semester. It has helped me to grow and develop skills I’ve been trying to improve for a while. I am in a lot of public speaking with the many different activities that I participate in. Also I’ve learned that public speaking isn’t a skill only for some people but for everyone. I never thought I’d be able to catch an audience’s attention with one of my interest’s, this class allowed me to do that. 
