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Object Lesson

Draw an image 

or set of images 

that describe 

your life and 

beliefs. 



Why Petroglyphs?

Significance to 
culture and beliefs.

A historical key to 
many other 
discoveries

A way of 
connecting the 
present with the 
past
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Where???

Located west in Albuquerque New Mexico.

17 miles long

Prominent volcanoes mark the area

Black stones and Valleys
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A Brief History 

The Site was know to have 

historical significance

1960 Petroglyphs discovered 

in Piedras Marcades Canyon

Over 15000 Petroglyphs 

discovered

Open to public

History provided by the National Parks Service Website
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Map of Area over Time.
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Modern Day Excavations

 The Site has been excavated annually by Central New Mexico 

Community College students since 2014. 

 Purpose is to locate artifacts revealed during flooding and new trial 

building.

 The Goal of the department is to maintain the historical value of the 

Monument. 

 Artifacts found have been grind stones, Fire cracked rocks, pottery 

and evidence of short term housing.

 Major artifact found at the site was a 10000 year old spear head 

called a midland point.

Information courtesy of cnm.edu “Central New Mexico Community College”
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How I would excavate, interpret 

and date the site
 The main purpose of the Park’s staff is to preserve the historical significance of 

the site. 

 I would Perform regular monthly excavations in the developing areas of the park 
during good weather seasons. 

 With the constant weather erosion there is a continuous change in the park soil 
layout. 

 With a constant monthly excavation of the park I believe there would be a 
higher chance of finding new artifacts that were shifted around because of the 
weather erosion. 

 After a record of the artifacts has been compiled I would perform a yearly more 
extensive excavation in a site of the park that has the highest density of artifacts.

 The dating of the site relies heavily on the placement of artifacts and 
petroglyphs. With the weather constantly shifting the soil its not as accurate in 
dating it through soil analysis. 
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